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Context Excursion/Workshop „Krakow Open Lab“

The urban landscape of Ukraine has been radically changed by Russia‘s war of aggression, which 
has been ongoing since 24 February 2022. While the war rages in the frontline regions in the east 
and south of the country, the cities in the hinterland are challenged to cushion the immediate ef-
fects of this war. The city of Lviv in western Ukraine (730,000 inhabitants before the war began) 
is one of these cities and plays a very important role as a so-called „back-up city“. 
Since the beginning of the war, Lviv has become a destination for countless displaced people and 
currently has around 900,000 inhabitants (estimate). The challenges are enormous: the city must 
develop resilient structures in the short, medium and long term to meet the most urgent needs of 
its population. The design deals with the concrete urban challenges of Lviv as a socially resilient city. 

In September 2022 the Lviv Chief Architect Anton Kolomeitsev has proposed two priority sites for 
the processing of anc academic urban design projects, which result from an immediate need due 
to the war situation and will therefore enter a concrete planning phase in the short or medium 
term. Students of our two Schools of Architecture, Venna University of Technology  and Lviv Poly-
technic National University could choose one of the two following locations to develop a semester-
project supporting the above mentioned process: Rehabilitation Quarter Zboishcha: „Social Rehabi-
litation“ and Ryasne Neighbourhood: „Productive City“.

This semester project called „Lviv Social Resilient City: Urban Density Lab Ukraine 2022“ was orga-
nised within the framework of the academic partnership between the Vienna University of Techno-
logy and Lviv Polytechnic National University. 
41 Architecture students and 5 tutors worked together with the staff of Lviv City Council Office of 
Architecture and Urban Planning and finished their proposals by end of January 2023.

The subject of this report is an excursion with a workshop in Krakow aimed to discuss the results 
from the „Lviv Social Resilient City“ urban design projects and to test their practical relevance. 
Since a group trip to Lviv was not possible at present, this workshop was held in Krakow, a location 
that was easily accessible for all participating partners. So a group of students and teachers from 
both Schools of Architecture as well as colleagues from the Lviv City Council Office of Architecture 
and Urban Planning travelled to Krakow for this purpose. 

The Excursion/Workshop „Krakow Open Lab: Hub for Lviv Social Resilience“ was again organized 
within the framework of the Academic Cooperation between the Vienna University of Technology 
and the Lviv Polytechnic National University together wih the Lviv City Council Office of Architectu-
re and Urban Planning. 
Numerous projects (teaching and research) from the now long-standing cooperation between the 
two universities can be accessed on the cooperation website: www.vienna-lviv.info

Participants

TU Wien, Dpt. of Städtebau
Students: Chantal Maria Sahler, Polina Dobynda, Christoph Erkinger, Günther Wimmer, Kattja Sippl, 
Anna-Lena Pfeufer, Marika Ehara, Sofiya Lukyanchenko, Tristan Hunt, Benjamin Holtz
Lecturers: Andreas Hofer, Anasztasia Hujvan, Andrea Überbacher	  

Lviv Polytechnic National University, Faculty of Architecture
Students: Oksana Halchuk, Antonia Banitska, Yurii Petryna, Anna Korol
Lecturers: Solomiya Shcheholska, Yaryna Onufriu, Bohdan Tscherkes

Participants Lviv City Council Office of Architecture and Urban Planning 
Arch. Maryna Peleshchak, Arch. Olexandr Fenchuk, Olena Tribusian 



Program

Mon Feb 27th 2023 	 Travelling to Krakow 
• Group TU Wien: 13 Persons / 10 students, 3 tutors
08.10 hrs Eurocity 104 Wien Hbf – Krakau Glowny  // Arrival 13.50 hrs (direct)
• Group Lviv Polytechnic: 6 Persons / 4 students, 2 tutors
16.15 hrs Arrival in Krakow (via Przemysl)
• Group Lviv City Council Office of Architecture and Urban Planning: 4 Persons
Hotel Check-in: IBIS Budget Kraków Stare Miasto; ul. Pawia 11, 31-154 Kraków
18.30 Welcome Dinner at the hotel IBIS Krakow Stare Miasto

Tue Feb 28th 2023	 10.00 – 18.00 hrs  Workshop „Krakow Open Lab - Lviv Social Resilience” 
Location: University for Agriculture Krakow (Uniwersytet Rolniczy), Krakow, ul.Balicka 253b
Discussion and interpretation of the Urban Design results from the previous semester: 
Rehabilitation Quarter Zboishcha: „Social Rehabilitation“ and Ryasne Neighbourhood: 
„Productive City“

Didactic approach:
Morning Session: 	 Internal presentations and discussions
Afternoon Session: 	Open Lab

15.00 hrs: Welcome by Prof. Leszek Ksiazekand, Dean of the Faculty of Environmental Engineering 
and Land Surveying and Prof. Józef Hernik, Head of the Dpt. of Land Management and Landscape 
Architecture



 Krakow Open Lab: Morning Session: Internal presentations and discussions



 Afternoon Session: Open Lab



Wed March 1st 2023 9.00 – 18.00 hrs	
Krakow City and Architecture: Field Research
This day is dedicated to exploring current trends in architecture and urbanism of Krakow.
Special program elaborated by TU Wien-students; walking & public transport;
Evening: Farewell Dinner Restaurant Baster, Kazimierz, Krakow

• Thu March 2nd 2023	
Individual Program / Free time (morning)
Departure of all participants
Group TU Wien:  14.06 Krakow – 19.49 arrival Vienna Hbf direct 
Group Lviv Polytechnic / Group City Council Office: Travel to Lviv via Przemysl	



Appendix

• Poster of the announcment of the Open Lab Session at University for Agriculture Krakow
• Handout for the Field Research Guide Krakow



Tuesday February 28th

Dissemination Project for 
„Lviv Social Resilient City: 
Urban Density Lab Ukraine 2022”

University for Agriculture Krakow 
Uniwersytet Rolniczy, 
Krakow, ul.Balicka 253b

www.vienna-lviv.info

To wrap up the design course „Lviv Social Resilient City 2022“, an academic co-
operation by the TU - Vienna, the Lviv Polytechnic University and the Lviv City 
Planning Office, the Students of both universities will be presenting and discus-
sing their projects.

TU Wien, Department of Urban Design
Lviv Polytechnic National University
Lviv City Council of Architecture and Urban Planning

KRAKOW  OPEN   LAB
Lviv Social Resilient City
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